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Introduction: 
Preparing for the ICC Commercial Fuel Gas Inspector exam takes more than reading the code 
book—it requires a focused, strategic approach. This study guide is designed to walk you 
through the exam blueprint, highlight the most heavily weighted domains, and break down each 
chapter of the IFGC into manageable study points. You’ll learn where to focus, which tables and 
sections to master, and how to build navigation skills that translate directly to exam success. 

1.0 Pre-Study Summary: Mastering Your Exam Strategy 
Let's be clear: success on the ICC Commercial Fuel Gas Inspector exam isn't about memorizing 
the codebook—it's about mastering a disciplined strategy. This guide details a proven approach 
that prioritizes rapid code navigation and precise interpretation over rote learning. By mastering 
the structure of the 2024 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC) and adopting effective test-taking 
habits, you can confidently locate answers under pressure and demonstrate the practical skills 
required of a professional inspector. 

1.1 ICC Exam Purpose and Structure 

The Fuel Gas Inspector is responsible for reviewing the design, installation, and inspection of 
fuel gas piping systems, appliances, and venting to ensure compliance with all applicable codes 
and standards. Duties include verifying pipe sizing, approved materials, installation methods, 
testing, and protection of piping systems. The inspector also confirms combustion air and 
venting requirements, approves gas-fired equipment and operations, and ensures proper 
clearances are maintained for safe installation and use. 

The exam consists of: 

●​ 60 multiple-choice questions 
●​ 2-hour time limit 
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●​ Open-book format using the 2024 International Fuel Gas Code 

Because the exam is open-book, it is not a test of memory. Instead, it measures your efficiency 
in navigating the codebook to find accurate answers quickly. This focus on application and 
efficiency is precisely why the 'Navigation Over Memorization' principle is the key to success. 

1.2 The Core Principle: Navigation Over Memorization 

The single most important principle for passing this exam is to treat it as a test of code 
navigation skill under pressure. Your goal is not to know every rule by heart but to master the 
code book's layout so you can find any answer with speed and accuracy. The key to this is a 
deep familiarity with the Table of Contents, which serves as your primary "map" to the entire 
code. The Index is a valuable backup for specific keywords, but consistent, rapid navigation 
begins with the Table of Contents. 

1.3 The Building Code Pros Strategic Approach 

A structured study plan transforms preparation from a random review into a focused 
progression. The following four-step funnel is designed to build foundational knowledge and 
then sharpen it under exam-like conditions. 

●​ Detailed Study Guides: The first step is to use comprehensive guides to understand 
the code's structure. This phase focuses on practicing navigation, learning how the 
chapters connect, and identifying the high-yield topics that appear most frequently on the 
exam. 

●​ Flashcards: Repetition is key to reinforcing knowledge. Flashcards help you practice 
recalling chapter locations, key terms, and critical table information, which builds the 
mental pathways needed for rapid lookups. They are also an excellent tool for identifying 
and strengthening weaker areas. 

●​ Untimed Quizzes: With a solid grasp of the code's layout, you can move to untimed 
quizzes. The goal here is comprehension and error correction. By removing time 
pressure, you can focus on accurately interpreting questions, finding the precise code 
section, and understanding why an answer is correct or incorrect. 

●​ Timed Practice Exams: This is the final and most critical step. Timed exams simulate 
the pressure and pacing of the actual test. This is where you measure your progress, 
refine your time management strategy (such as the Two-Pass Method), and build the 
confidence needed to perform at your best on exam day. 

By following this progressive approach, you can systematically prepare for the exam's content 
and demands. The foundation of this preparation lies in understanding the official exam 
blueprint. 

2.0 Exam Blueprint: A Breakdown by Section 



The official exam blueprint published by the ICC is your most valuable strategic tool. It details 
the weighted percentages for each content domain, telling you exactly where to focus your 
study time for the greatest impact. Treat this blueprint as your guide to maximizing points; every 
minute you spend on the top three domains is an investment in nearly two-thirds of your final 
score. 

2.1 ICC Commercial Fuel Gas Inspector (FG) Content Areas 

Note that the top three domains—General Requirements (27%), Piping Systems (22%), and 
Combustion Air (20%)—collectively account for 69% of the exam content. These chapters 
cover the inspector’s authority, permitting and documentation, required clearances, piping 
materials and installation, and combustion air sizing and openings. Because of their heavy 
weighting, you should dedicate the majority of your study time here, ensuring you can quickly 
locate the relevant tables, exceptions, and sizing methods. Mastery of these sections will 
provide the strongest foundation for exam success. 

Exam Section Suggested Study Chapters / Focus 

✅ General Requirements and 
Administration (27%) 

IFGC Chapter 1 – Scope and 
Administration 

IFGC Chapter 3 – General Regulations 

✅ Inspection and Testing (7%) IFGC Chapter 4 – Gas Piping Installations 

✅ Venting Materials, Installation, and 
Sizing (17%) 

IFGC Chapter 5 – Chimneys and Vents 

✅ Piping Systems, Materials, Installation, 
and Sizing (22%) 

IFGC Chapter 4 – Gas Piping Installations 

✅ Combustion Air (20%) IFGC Chapter 3 – General Regulations 



✅ Types of Gas and Specialty Gas 
Systems (7%) 

IFGC Chapter 7 – Gas Piping Installation 
for Other Fuels 

IFGC Chapter 8 – Specific Appliances and 
Specialty Systems 

This blueprint is the 'what' of your study plan. To master it, you will apply the Building Code Pros 
strategic approach—navigating, drilling, and testing—to the specific IFGC chapters where these 
topics are found. 

3.0 Chapter-by-Chapter Breakdown: Navigating the 
2024 IFGC 

This is where we turn code sections into correct answers. For each chapter, we will identify the 
most frequently tested concepts—the 'low-hanging fruit'—and the complex rules designed to trip 
you up. This section is the practical application of the exam blueprint, highlighting the critical 
sections, tables, and common "traps" that test-takers must master. 

3.1 Chapter 1 Scope and Administration 

●​ General Overview This chapter sets the purpose and scope of the code, establishes 
how conflicts with other codes are resolved, and defines the powers and administrative 
duties of the code official, including permitting, inspections, appeals, and violations. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 101.2 (Exception): IFGC applicability with allowance for detached one- and 

two-family dwellings and townhouses (≤ three stories) to comply with the IRC. 
○​ 102.1: Conflict resolution—specific requirements govern general ones; the most 

restrictive requirement applies. 
○​ 104.2.3: Approval of alternative materials, designs, and methods when 

equivalent in quality, strength, effectiveness, durability, and safety. 
○​ 105.1: Permit required to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert, or 

replace work. 
○​ 111.2: Three required inspections—Underground, Rough-in, and 

Final—performed at specified stages. 
●​ Critical Tables to Master 

○​ No critical tables are provided in this chapter. 
●​ Common Traps 

○​ Misinterpreting 102.1 when resolving conflicting provisions. 
○​ Not knowing the timing of the three required inspections (e.g., underground 

before backfill). 



○​ Assuming multiple permit extensions—only one extension up to 180 days 
(105.5.4). 

●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 
○​ Tab: 102.1 (Conflicts) and 111.2 (Inspections). 
○​ Highlight: 105.5.4—single permit extension limited to 180 days; practice timed 

drills on permitting and inspection sequence. 

3.2 Chapter 2 Definitions 

●​ General Overview This chapter defines terms used throughout the code; mastering 
vocabulary is essential for accurate interpretation, with undefined terms drawing 
meaning from the IBC, IFC, IMC, or IPC as applicable. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ ACCESS (TO) vs. READY ACCESS (TO): Access may require removing a 

panel; Ready Access requires direct reach without removing obstructions. 
○​ ALTERATION: Changes involving extension, addition, or change to 

arrangement, type, or purpose. 
○​ APPROVED: Acceptable to the code official. 
○​ LISTED: Included in a published list by an organization acceptable to the code 

official. 
○​ PIPING: Covers pipe (rigid) and tubing (semirigid), or both. 

●​ Critical Tables to Master 
○​ No critical tables are provided in this chapter. 

●​ Common Traps 
○​ Confusing Access with Ready Access. 
○​ Overlooking the need for appliances to be listed and labeled for the specific 

application (see Chapter 3). 
●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 

○​ Tab: Chapter 2 Definitions. 
○​ Highlight: Access, Ready Access, Approved, Listed; use flashcards for 

vocabulary drills. 

3.3 Chapter 3 General Regulations 

●​ General Overview This chapter governs appliance listing and labeling, structural 
protection during piping work, prohibited appliance locations, combustion air methods, 
ignition-source elevation and grade clearances, service access dimensions, and 
clearance reduction methods. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 301.3: Appliances must be listed and labeled unless approved via engineering 

evaluation per Section 105. 
○​ 301.5: Permanent nameplate must show manufacturer, model, serial, Btu/h 

rating, fuel type, and minimum clearances. 



○​ 301.7.1: Fuel conversion only when complete instructions are provided by the 
manufacturer or serving gas supplier. 

○​ 302.3.1: Engineered wood products—cuts, notches, bores only as permitted by 
manufacturer or RDP. 

○​ 302.4: Truss alterations prohibited without written concurrence and approval of 
an RDP. 

○​ 303.3: Prohibited locations include sleeping rooms and bathrooms; exceptions 
include direct-vent and limited unvented room heaters. 

○​ 303.3 Exceptions: Bathrooms—max 6,000 Btu/h; bedrooms—max 10,000 Btu/h; 
both must meet Section 304.5 volume criteria. 

○​ 304.5: Indoor combustion air rules; apply 304.5.2 if air infiltration < 0.40 ACH. 
○​ 304.5.3.1: Combining spaces same story—1 in² per 1,000 Btu/h (not less than 

100 in²); openings within 12 inches of top and bottom. 
○​ 304.6.1: Two-permanent-openings method to outdoors—1 in² per 4,000 Btu/h 

with openings within 12 inches of top and bottom. 
○​ 304.10: Assume 25% free area for wood and 75% for metal louvers; screens ≥ 

1/4" mesh. 
○​ 305.3: Ignition source elevated ≥ 18 inches in hazardous locations and garages. 
○​ 305.7: At grade—on slab ≥ 3 inches above adjoining grade or suspended ≥ 6 

inches above grade. 
○​ 306.1: Working space—level area ≥ 30 inches deep and 30 inches wide at 

control side. 
○​ 306.3: Attics—passage 30 inches high by 22 inches wide, ≤ 20 feet long; service 

space ≥ 30 inches by 30 inches. 
○​ 306.5: Roofs—permanent access required if climb > 16 feet; no walking on 

slopes > 4:12 (33%). 
○​ 308.2: Clearance reduction only per Table 308.2; interpolation allowed, 

extrapolation prohibited; ventilated systems require 1-inch air gap. 
●​ Critical Tables to Master 

○​ Table 308.2: Reduction of clearances with specified forms of protection; apply by 
original clearance and protection type. 

●​ Common Traps 
○​ If code is less restrictive than listing or instructions, follow the listing/instructions. 
○​ Mixing up 6,000 Btu/h (bathrooms) vs. 10,000 Btu/h (bedrooms) limits for 

unvented heaters. 
○​ Confusing indoor (1 in²/1,000 Btu/h, 100 in² min) vs. outdoor (1 in²/4,000 Btu/h) 

combustion air sizing and louver free-area assumptions. 
○​ Forgetting attic/roof access dimensions, 16-foot access trigger, and 4:12 slope 

limit. 
●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 

○​ Tab: 302.3.1 and 302.4 (RDP approvals for engineered lumber/trusses). 
○​ Tab: 303.3 and Exceptions (Btu/h limits and locations). 
○​ Tab: 304.5, 304.6.1, 304.10 (combustion air sizing and louver free areas; 1/4" 

screen). 



○​ Highlight: 305.3—18-inch ignition elevation; 305.7—3-inch slab or 6-inch 
suspension; 306.3/306.5—attic and roof access limits; Table 308.2—1-inch air 
gap, no extrapolation. 

3.4 Chapter 4 Gas Piping Installations 

●​ General Overview Covers construction, location, protection, support, testing, and sizing 
of gas piping from point of delivery to appliance connections; a major priority domain. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 404.3: Prohibited locations—no piping in ducted systems, chutes, chimneys, 

elevator/dumbwaiter shafts; cannot pass through other townhouse units. 
○​ 404.7: Shield plates required where piping (except black/galv. steel) is within 1 

1/2 inches of framing face. 
○​ 404.7.3: Shield plates—steel, minimum 0.0575 inch (No. 16 gage). 
○​ 408.1: Wet gas—slope piping ≥ 1/4 inch in 15 feet. 
○​ 406.1.4: Testing—valve cannot serve as bulkhead between gas and test medium 

unless double block and bleed or listed for test pressure. 
○​ 407.2: Design/installation—gas piping shall not be supported by other piping. 

●​ Critical Tables to Master 
○​ Table 415.1: Support intervals (e.g., 1/2-inch steel every 6 ft; 1 1/4-inch 

horizontal steel every 10 ft). 
○​ Table 402.4 Series: Gas pipe sizing by material and pressure drop (e.g., 

402.4(3) metallic, 402.4(16) CSST, 402.4(28) propane). 
●​ Common Traps 

○​ Missing shield-plate exception for black/galvanized steel. 
○​ Confusing support spacing differences (horizontal vs. vertical and larger 

diameters) per Table 415.1. 
○​ Supporting gas piping from other piping or misapplying wet-gas slope and test 

valve rules. 
●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 

○​ Tab: 404.3 (Prohibited Locations) and 404.7.3 (Shield-plate thickness). 
○​ Tab: Table 415.1 (supports) and Tables 402.4 (sizing); note inputs—Inlet 

Pressure, Allowable Pressure Drop, Specific Gravity, and pipe material. 

3.5 Chapter 5 Chimneys and Vents 

●​ General Overview Regulates materials, terminations, access, and complex sizing of 
venting systems, including direct-vent and natural-draft appliances. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 501.15.2: Flue passageways free of obstructions, deposits, and damage. 
○​ 503.2.3: Direct-vent appliances—through-the-wall terminations must comply with 

503.8. 
○​ 503.6.5: Gas vent terminations—minimum height (H) based on roof slope per 

Figure 503.6.5. 



○​ 503.10.12: Entire vent connector must have ready access for inspection, 
cleaning, and replacement. 

○​ 503.15: No devices that retard vent gas flow except listed regulators, safety 
controls, listed heat reclaimers, and automatic dampers. 

○​ 504.2.14 / 504.3.25: Interpolation permitted in sizing tables. 
○​ 504.2.15: Extrapolation prohibited. 

●​ Critical Tables to Master 
○​ Table 503.8: Through-the-wall vent terminal clearances (A–K), e.g., 7 ft above 

public sidewalks; 10 ft horiz. or 3 ft above mech. air inlets. 
○​ Figure 503.6.5/Table: Termination height (H) by roof slope. 
○​ Table 504.2 / 504.3 Series: Single and multiple appliance vent sizing by H, L, R, 

and draft type. 
○​ 504.2(6) / 504.3(6b, 7b): Sizing with Exterior Masonry Chimneys; consider 99% 

winter design temperature and minimum input ratings. 
●​ Common Traps 

○​ Misreading table columns (FAN Min/Max, NAT Max, combinations). 
○​ Applying wrong clearances from Table 503.8, especially 7-foot public walkway 

rule. 
○​ Overlooking special limits for exterior masonry chimneys and minimum inputs. 

●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 
○​ Tab: 503.8 and 503.6.5 (terminal clearances/heights). 
○​ Highlight: Interpolation allowed, extrapolation prohibited; 503.10.12 

ready-access requirement; run sizing drills using 504 tables. 

3.6 Chapter 6 Specific Appliances 

●​ General Overview Appliance-specific rules for listing, clearances, and unique 
installation concerns such as dryer exhaust and floor furnace and unit heater 
separations. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 609.4: Floor furnace clearances—≥ 6 inches from grade (or 2 inches if sealed); 

18 inches control side; 12 inches other sides. 
○​ 614.2: Clothes dryer exhaust—maintain fire-resistance rating through 

penetrations; no fire dampers. 
○​ 614.11: Common dryer exhaust shafts—rigid metal duct, no offsets, no dampers, 

continuous fan, motor outside airstream, monitored operation, standby power. 
○​ 620.4: Suspended unit heaters—minimum clearances: 18 inches sides, 12 

inches bottom, 6 inches above top (internal draft hood). 
○​ 627.5: Alcove/closet installations—appliance must be listed; Table 308.2 

clearance reduction methods are not permitted in these locations. 
●​ Critical Tables to Master 

○​ Table 308.2: Referenced for allowable clearance reductions where permitted by 
listing and location. 

●​ Common Traps 



○​ Installing dampers or offsets in common dryer exhaust systems or omitting 
continuous fan and monitoring requirements. 

○​ Attempting clearance reduction in alcoves or closets contrary to 627.5 and 
appliance listing. 

●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 
○​ Tab: Section 614 (Dryer Exhaust) and 627.5 (Alcove/Closet prohibition). 
○​ Highlight: Key clearance distances for floor furnaces and unit heaters; 

cross-reference Table 308.2 where applicable. 

3.7 Chapter 7 Gaseous Hydrogen Systems 

●​ General Overview Specialized provisions for gaseous hydrogen systems with extensive 
cross-references to the IFC, addressing storage limits, material suitability, and strict 
piping location rules. 

●​ Key Code Sections to Analyze 
○​ 703.2.1: Indoor storage/use limits—flammable gas cylinders in IRC occupancies 

not to exceed 250 ft³ at NTP. 
○​ 704.1.2.3: Piping materials—300 series stainless steel or materials specifically 

listed/approved for hydrogen service. 
○​ 704.1.2.3.1: Prohibited locations—hydrogen piping shall not be concealed or run 

through ducts or shafts. 
○​ 704.1.2.3.2: Interior piping must be exposed and provided with ready access 

throughout. 
●​ Critical Tables to Master 

○​ No critical tables are provided in this chapter. 
●​ Common Traps 

○​ Missing the exposed-piping requirement—hydrogen piping cannot be concealed. 
○​ Forgetting the 250 ft³ indoor storage/use limit for IRC occupancies and the 

specific material requirements for hydrogen service. 
●​ Suggested Tabs & Highlights 

○​ Tab: 703.2.1 (storage/use limits) and 704.1.2.3.1–.3.2 (piping location and 
access). 

○​ Highlight: “Exposed only” piping rule, 300-series stainless requirement, and the 
250 ft³ NTP limit; use flashcards for rapid recall. 

4.0 Proven Study Strategy & Tactics 
Knowing the code is only half the battle; success on the ICC Commercial Fuel Gas Inspector 
(FG) exam requires disciplined study habits and a structured test-taking approach. Mastering 
how to study and perform under pressure is as crucial as knowing the content itself. The 
following tactics are designed to build speed, accuracy, and confidence. 

4.1 Foundational Practice: Building Your Base 



●​ Flashcards and Untimed Quizzes: In the initial phase, use these tools to reinforce your 
knowledge of the code's structure and identify weak areas. There is no time pressure 
here; the goal is to build a solid foundation of understanding. 

●​ Focus on Process: This is non-negotiable. For every practice question, physically write 
down the Table of Contents path you took. This isn't just about finding the answer; it's 
about building the muscle memory that will save you critical minutes on exam day. 

4.2 Simulating Reality: Timed Practice Exams 

●​ Measure Progress: Once you feel comfortable navigating the code, transition to timed 
practice exams. These are not primarily for learning new material but for measuring your 
speed, accuracy, and pacing under realistic conditions. 

●​ Refine Pacing: This is where you master your test-taking rhythm. The goal is to average 
two minutes or less per question. Timed practice helps you identify when you are 
spending too long on a single question and trains you to use the Two-Pass Method 
effectively. 

4.3 The Readiness Benchmark 

Your goal is to be consistently prepared, not just lucky. Before you sit for the official exam, you 
should be able to achieve the following benchmark: Aim for consistent scores of 85% or higher 
on timed practice exams before sitting for the real test. This level of performance indicates that 
you have mastered both the content and the timing required for success. 

4.4 Recommended Daily Drills 

Incorporate these short drills into your daily study routine to sharpen your navigation skills: 

●​ Table of Contents Lookups: Randomly pick topics from the exam blueprint and race to 
find their corresponding chapter and section in the Table of Contents. 

●​ Table Interpretation: Open to a critical table (span tables, fire separation distance) and 
practice reading it to find specific values quickly. Always read the footnotes. 

●​ Exception Spotting: Skim a code section specifically looking for the word "Exception." 
This trains your eye to catch these critical modifiers that often form the basis of tricky 
questions. 

4.5 The Two-Pass Method for Test Day 

This disciplined strategy prevents you from getting bogged down on difficult questions and 
ensures you capture all the easy points first. 

👉First Pass: 

●​ Move quickly through the exam, answering all questions you know or can confidently 
identify by chapter and section. 



●​ Lookup each question and confirm each answer to catch exceptions, footnotes, or 
question specifics. 

●​ Don’t allow any question to halt your progress. Skip any question you don’t have any 
idea where to look or that takes longer than 1.5–2 minutes to look up. Never leave 
questions blank: Eliminate wrong answers and make an educated guess.(Flag for later) 

●​ Flag all questions that you don’t have 90-100 percent confidence in. This will give you an 
idea of where you stand after your first pass through the exam. Remember by 
eliminating answers and making an educated guess you likely have a chance to get 
roughly 30-40% of the questions correct that you were not able to directly find in the 
code. 

👉Second Pass: 

●​ Return to flagged questions only. The number of questions you have flagged and the 
amount of time left on the exam will determine how you approach this step. 

○​ If you have a significant amount of time left I would do some deep diving into the 
questions you have remaining, keeping a watchful eye on time.  

○​ If you are short on time, a quick second pass through the remaining questions. 
Re-read each question closely, eliminate least likely options, and make an 
educated guess. (You should have completed similar approach on first pass but 
this is just for confirmation) 

This structured method ensures you control the exam, rather than letting the exam control you, 
leading directly into your final review phase. 

5.0 Final Review: The Last 3-5 Days 
In the final days before your exam, the goal is not to cram new information but to sharpen your 
navigation skills and reinforce your confidence in high-yield areas. Avoid long, exhausting study 
sessions. Instead, opt for short, focused reviews that will leave you feeling prepared and calm. 

5.1 Final Study Sprint 

Your last few days of preparation should consist of these targeted activities: 

●​ Refresh the Exam Outline: Quickly review the weighted percentages for each content 
domain. Mentally connect each topic to its corresponding IFGC chapter to solidify your 
mental map of the codebook. 

●​ Drill the Table of Contents and Index: Skim these sections daily. This isn't about 
reading every line but about priming your brain to recognize keywords and chapter titles, 
reinforcing the quick-reference pathways you've built. 

●​ Practice Critical Tables: Work through a few sample problems that involve the most 
heavily-tested tables (e.g., rafter, joist, sheathing spans). Pay special attention to the 
footnotes to ensure you don't miss any critical details under pressure. 



5.2 The Night Before and Exam Day 

Your performance is as much about your mental state as it is about your knowledge. Follow 
these final steps to ensure you are at your peak. 

●​ The Night Before: Do a light, final review of your tabs and highlighted sections. Then, 
put the book away and get a full night's rest. Cramming at this stage is more likely to 
cause anxiety than to improve your score. 

●​ Exam Day: Arrive calm, prepared, and confident. As you take the exam, trust your 
training. Apply the Two-Pass Method diligently, read every question carefully, and 
always be on the lookout for exceptions and footnotes. You have trained for this. You 
have a strategy. Trust your process, execute the two-pass method, and navigate the 
code with confidence. Go demonstrate your expertise. 
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